
WEXFORDECHONEWSPAPERS TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2017 SPORT 19

Aoife Fitzhenry, Shane Doran and Ben Kelly (Glenbrien NS). Pic: John
Walsh

Grace Corrigan (Crossabeg NS) crossing the finishing line. Pic: John
Walsh

Lewis Hynes, Luke Corrigan, Rory Davis and Conor Wycherley
(Crossabeg NS). Pic: John Walsh

Luke Cullen, Gavin Kinsella, Jack Sinnott and Kieran Hearne (Screen NS). Pic: John Walsh

Curracloe NS pupils, Ava Watters, Abi Murphy, Grace Harding-Kenny, Alannah Tynan, Clara
O’Leary, Jessica Doran, Shauna Somers, Sean Redmond and Josh Kinsella. Pic: John Walsh

Crossabeg NS set martahon record
SEVEN PRIMARY schools
in the catchment area of St.
Killian`s Athletic Club came
together on Wednesday of
last week at the community
field in Crossabeg to
attempt a new record for the
Schools Marathon, a dis-
tance of 26 miles and 385
yards.

Last year’s record stood at
2.20.06. Four of the seven
teams finished inside the
old record, evidence of the
commitment of teachers,
parents and children.

A soft breeze created an
atmosphere ideal for long
distance running and while
the sun didn’t shine it was
never far away.

Each school was repre-
sented by 30 competitors
who took it in turns to carry
the baton.

Some carried it for 150-

160 yards, others a much
shorter distance but the
crucial point was that the
baton had to carried for 60
and a half laps of the 700m
track.

The home team from
Crossabeg established an
early lead which they never
relinquished despite pres-
sure from Oylegate and
especially Screen.

The schools marathon is a
relatively new type of run-
ning and the record set this
time was 2.06.47, a reduc-
tion of 13 minutes 59 sec-
onds. This record will prove
to be difficult to beat as it is
regarded as exceptional.

Most teams had prepared
diligently to compete in this
event and this was evi-
denced right up to the finish.

Four teams finished with-
in the old record and the

three remaining teams can
enjoy a degree of satisfac-
tion as they all came inside
their own previous record.

There was an air of excite-
ment and anticipation
around the grounds before
the event got underway.

P.A. announcer Ronnie
Bent gave a running com-
mentary throughout the
competition and the stop
clock gave the occasion an
Olympic feel. All teams
worked very well together
and were very enthusiastic
and vocal in their encour-
agement to each other.

Likewise they applauded
their opponents who fin-
ished ahead of them, and it
was touching to see them
clap in a team on their final
lap, despite the fact that they
may have had a few laps
more to complete them-

selves.
Screen school tried their

very best to catch up with
Crossabeg, but to no avail.

They settled for second
place and Oylegate (enter-
ing for the first time) came
home in third place. Fourth
place went to Castlebridge,
with Curracloe in fifth place,
Ballymurn in sixth place and
Glenbrien in seventh place.

Great to see all the teams
cheer on and clap home the
remaining runner for the
Glenbrien team. That’s
sportsmanship.

The winning Crossabeg
National School was repre-
sented by Eimear Halpin,
Ros Walker, Adam Murphy,
Alanah McDonald, Luke
Corrigan, Padraic O’Carroll,
Hugh Boggan, Niall Cullen,
Aishling Murphy, Ava Kear-
ney, Ronan Brennan, Cliona

Kearney, Harry Sherlock,
Eoin Gleeson, David McCa-
rthy, William Murphy,
Pearce Doyle, Emma Nev-
ille, Cathal Bates, Lewis
Hynes, Rory Davis, Cian
Moran, Jack Halpin, Ann
Molloy, Lara Pettit, Conor
Wycherley, Chris Frawley,
Christina Molloy, Rioch
Kinsella, Grace Corrigan.

St. Killian`s Athletic
Club would like to thank
all the schools in the
area for participat-
ing once again
and making
this a won-
derful event.

Thanks to
t h e ma n -
agement of
the schools
for assisting
on the day
and to all

the members of the athletic
club who helped out.

Chairperson Anne-Marie
Forde is to complimented
o n the smooth run-

ning of the
event once

again.
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Screen NS girls, Aoife
Cullen and Bonnie Murphy
took part in the School
Marathon in Crossabeg
Community Field.
Pic: John Walsh


